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Why it matters: Understanding three key abortion questions and their answers is crucial 

for determining when, and if, a developing baby has human rights. 
 

 
Does the unborn at their current stage of development meet these three criteria? 
 
1. Is the unborn genetically human (as opposed to a plant or animal): Yes or No? 
2. Is the unborn alive in the womb (living cells versus dead cells): Yes or No? 
3. Is the unborn unique from other humans (i.e. having unique DNA from the mother and father): Yes or No? 

 
What does it mean to be genetically human? 

Our understanding of being genetically human means having the specific DNA that defines Homo sapiens. This includes 
the human genome, with about 3 billion DNA base pairs and 20,000-25,000 genes, organized into 46 chromosomes (23 
pairs). Humans share 99.9% of their DNA, but the 0.1% variation creates individual differences. Unique gene patterns 
shape human traits, and DNA is inherited from both parents, each providing half through their reproductive cells. This 
unique genetic makeup determines the development and functioning of a human being, including the sex chromosomes (X 
and Y) determining if a person is male or female. An actively developing human baby does qualify as being genetically 
human.1 
 

What does it mean to be alive at a cellular level? 
Determining whether a cell is alive involves assessing key biological processes. Living cells engage in metabolism, 
including the synthesis and breakdown of molecules to release energy, primarily through ATP production in 
mitochondria. They maintain homeostasis, keeping stable internal conditions. Growth and division involve a regulated 
cycle of DNA replication and cell division. Protein synthesis, involving transcription of DNA to mRNA and translation to 
proteins, is essential. Living cells respond to external stimuli and eliminate waste efficiently. Methods to assess cell 
viability include observing cell morphology, using flow cytometry for viability markers, and performing metabolic and 
enzyme activity assays. A cell's ability to sustain these functions and maintain structural integrity while lacking signs of 
death determines its status as alive. An actively developing human baby does qualify as being alive at a cellular level.2 

 
What does it mean to be unique from other humans? 

Having distinctly different DNA plays a role in physical uniqueness (eye color, height, etc.), mental uniqueness (genes 
like COMT and DRD4), and some believe spiritual uniqueness (genes like VMAT2). Identical human twins, despite their 
similarities, have unique DNA, making each twin physically, mentally, and spiritually unique with individual rights. 
Similarly, at conception (the moment of fertilization when the sperm and egg combine, creating a zygote), a human 
embryo's DNA becomes distinct from both parents and from anyone else, establishing this uniqueness also referred to as 
embryonic genome activation (EGA) which starts at the one-cell stage and completing at the eight-cell stage. By the eight-
cell stage the unborn has their own separate and unique DNA, making them distinctly different from the parents.3, 4 
 
When a human egg is fertilized it emits a flash of light (or light halo) called a “zinc spark.” This happens due to the rapid 
release of zinc ions shortly after the sperm merges with the egg. These zinc sparks mark the successful merger of a sperm 
and egg as well as the activation and the start of embryonic development. The flash of light at fertilization is a measurable 
event crucial to early personhood status and perhaps the very moment the physical body is linked to the soul/spirit.5 
 
Summary: 
If you answered yes to the above three questions – and in light of the additional information presented – then logically 
ending the life of an alive unique human would be considered murder under ancient historical laws,6, 7 national and 
international laws,8, 9 and biblical human rights laws10, 11, 12, 13 unless it is for the purpose of saving another human life.14 
The Bible describes the importance of human life in the womb and the consequences to harming them.15, 16, 17 Even at 
only eight-cells in size the developing baby is considered a separate human life from the mother containing their own 
unique DNA18 with the spark of a unique soul/spirit.19 Hiring a surgeon to premeditatedly end the life of someone who 
would otherwise grow to be an adult, is as wrong as hiring a hitman to murder an adult who could have lived a longer life. 
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